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Simon Laing secured a £12,000 boost through Virgin StartUp to launch Cullercoats 
Bike & Kayak and combine his love of sport with promoting some of the best coastline 
the region has to offer.  The business has been running for four years and is a popular addition to a vibrant 
coastal community with a growing interest in water sports and access to equipment.

“TEDCO helped me strengthen and tighten up my ideas into a robust business plan and remained a positive 
voice throughout – it gave me the confidence that I needed to push on, secure the vital funding through 
Virgin StartUp and turn my dreams into reality.”

North Tyneside

Jordan Bagnall (22) from Hebburn launched his new fashion label J.James with help 
from TEDCO Business Support through the New Enterprise Allowance Scheme.  His 
hard work was recognised when he was invited to showcase his inaugural collection of 
30 key pieces at London Fashion Week.  

“I knew the creative and artistic route I wanted to take with J.James but my business advisor really helped me 
understand the intricacies of running a business.  They introduced me to a number of business owners who act as 
mentors which is an invaluable resource to have when running a new business.”

South Tyneside

Enterprising Mums Kathryn Fraser (37) and Kate Horner (33) opened their children’s 
entertainment centre, Dragonflies in Durham in 2016. 12 months later, with support from 
TEDCO they successfully received a £50,000 Virgin StartUp loan to move to larger premises 
and expand into a soft play centre and cafe creating seven new jobs in the process. 

“TEDCO have been fantastic in helping us understand just what options were available to us to capitalise on the 
success of the business over the past year and expand our premises and services to meet the needs of our customers.”

Durham

Darlington
Rick Boyle (37) successfully received a £25,000 Virgin StartUp loan with support from 
TEDCO to open Sensei, a physiotherapy centre with additional martial arts training 
studios.  The business is housed within dedicated premises in Darlington offering 
access to senior physiotherapists and mixed martial arts including Brazilian Jiujitsu.

“A friend who has previously set up a new business recommended TEDCO as they found the service offered by 
their business advisory team to be excellent. I’d like to take this opportunity to thank my business advisor Judith 
for her guidance and support and also Virgin StartUp.”
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